
APUSH 2017 
 
Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History! I am excited that you have decided to join 
me and to challenge yourself to be the best and reap the most from your high school education! 
APUSH will challenge you: historically and in your writing strategies. It is nothing that you cannot 
handle IF you commit to success; accept that there will be stumbling blocks; and teach yourself to 
grow from failures. 
Google Classroom: 2r1wue Schoology  KT3T7 - H639M    Google Calendar will be emailed to you 

Honor Code This is due No Later than May 30th You and your parent must complete this together. 
 
For this summer assignment you will need a Composition book, in which you will complete the 
summer assignments.  All assignments will be hand-written in that resource (college or wide 
rule).  A note of caution: APUSH summer work is not due until August 22nd; (our first day of 
classes for 2017-18) but if you wait until August to get a start on this you will make yourself 
miserable.  Put a plan in place and stick to it over the summer!  

★ As background for your summer reading for Honors ELA, utilize the Gilder Lehrman site for APUSH to 
enhance your understanding of the periodization around which your stories take place.  Depending on your 
grade level your readings all focus on differing aspects of US history and this historical context will help 
you better understand the setting and places as well as help you write a better analysis.  Videos are posted 
by periodization: there are also timelines and primary/secondary sources should you need further evidence 
to really wow your ELA instructor. 

 

1.View America Before Columbus (if this link is broken, search for the video on YouTube or 

PBS) and utilize the video notes format for your notes (posted on Google Classroom and Schoology).  Write 
these in your notebook (composition) in the first few pages.  You will need to connect what you are seeing 
to the Key Concepts for Period 1 (KC 1.2.I.A is standard: you do not want to write these out over and over so 
we abbreviate as a signal for what you should concentrate on as you review/study); you will also need to 
make connections to the APUSH themes (we will utilize these throughout the year too: note the 
abbreviation provided).  You will get better at making these connections as the year progresses.  I know you 
don’t have experience doing this; but give it your BEST attempts.  Both of these sets of information are 
included on this document.  

 
APUSH THEMES  

  

https://youtu.be/RkicPYuEv2E
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/IV5tsu4ABSBHMKHM2


APUSH Key Concepts for Period 1 
Unit 1: European Migrations changed the Americas {1491 – 1607}  
Big Idea #1: Analyze how migrations changed the Americas, {C/E, CCOT, C/C, HTTE} 

● Essential Question #1: What groups of peoples lived in the Americas before 1491? 
● Essential Question #2: How did the Columbian Exchange influence lives/interactions in the Americas, 

Europe, and Africa? 
● Essential Question #3: How did cultural exchanges challenge the identities and value systems of peoples 

in/of Americas, Europe, and Africa? {1607-1754}  
Big Idea #2: Analyze how different European groups created mini-European areas, during the colonization of 
the Americas (specifically North America) {C/E, C/C, CCOT} 

● Essential Question #1: What were the causes and effects of the creation and development of distinct 
Spanish, French, and Dutch colonial regions in North America? 

● Essential Question #2: How did relations between the colonial groups and natives evolve over time? 
● Essential Question #3: What are the causes/effects of the differences between the New England, Middle, 

and Southern Colonial settlements of the English 
Big Idea #3: Analyze the Changes and Continuities Over Time between the British and the American 
colonists 

● Essential Question #1: What issues arose that created a sense of autonomy for the (British) colonists? 
● Essential Question #2: What are the causes/effects of the need to import workers? 
● Essential Question #3: How did the changing norms, (religious ideologies, Enlightenment beliefs, and 

republican perspectives) transported across the Atlantic World exchanges, lead to a shift in ideas and 
beliefs that shaped colonial identity, politics, culture, and society? 

Period 1: 1491-1607 
Key Concept 1..1 As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, 
they developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse 
environments. 
I  Different native societies adapted to and transformed their environments through innovations in agriculture, 
resource use, and social structure. 

 
A 

The spread of maize cultivation from present-day Mexico northward into the present-day American 
Southwest and beyond supported economic development, settlement, advanced irrigation, and social 
diversification. 

  B  Societies responded to the aridity of the Great Basin and the grasslands of the western Great Plains by 
developing largely mobile lifestyles. 

 
C 

In the Northeast, the Mississippi River Valley, and along the Atlantic seaboard some societies 
developed mixed agricultural and hunter-gatherer economies that favored the development of 
permanent villages. 

 
D 

Societies in the Northwest and present-day California supported themselves by hunting and 
gathering, and in some areas developed settled communities supported by the vast resources of the 
ocean. 

THEMATIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

MIG-2 Analyze causes of internal migration and patterns of settlement in what would become the United States, and explain how migration 
has affected American life. 

GEO-1 
Explain how geographic and environmental factors shaped the development of various communities, and analyze how competition for 
and debates over natural resources have affected both interactions among different groups and the development of government policies. 

Key Concept 1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and 
significant social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 

I  European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, religious, political, and 
economic competition and changes within European societies. 

  A  European nations’ efforts to explore and conquer the New World stemmed from a search for new 
sources of wealth, economic and military competition, and a desire to spread Christianity. 

 
B 

The Columbian Exchange brought new crops to Europe from the Americas, stimulating European 
population growth, and new sources of mineral wealth, which facilitated the European shift from 
feudalism to capitalism. 

 
C 

Improvements in maritime technology and more organized methods for conducting international 
trade, such as joint-stock companies, helped drive changes to economies in Europe and the Americas.  



THEMATIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

WXT-2 Explain how patterns of exchange, markets, and private enterprise have developed, and analyze ways that governments have 
responded to economic issues. 

WXT-3 Analyze how technological innovation has affected economic development and society. 

WOR-1 Explain how cultural interaction, cooperation, competition, and conflict between empires, nations, and peoples have influenced political, 
economic, and social developments in North America. 

II  The Columbian Exchange and development of the Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere resulted in 
extensive demographic, economic, and social changes. 

 
A 

Spanish exploration and conquest of the Americas were accompanied and furthered by widespread 
deadly epidemics that devastated native populations and by the introduction of crops and animals not 
found in the Americas. 

  B  In the encomienda system, Spanish colonial economies marshaled Native American labor to support 
plantation-based agriculture and extract precious metals and other resources. 

 
C 

European traders partnered with some West African groups who practiced slavery to forcibly extract 
slave labor for the Americas. The Spanish imported enslaved Africans to labor in plantation agriculture 
and mining. 

  D  The Spanish developed a caste system that incorporated, and carefully defined the status of, the 
diverse population of Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in their empire. 

THEMATIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

MIG-1 Explain the causes of migration to colonial North America and, later, the United States, and analyze immigration’s effects on U.S. 
society. 

WXT-1 Explain how different labor systems developed in North America and the United States, and explain their effects on workers’ lives and 
U.S. society. 

GEO-1 
Explain how geographic and environmental factors shaped the development of various communities, and analyze how competition for 
and debates over natural resources have affected both interactions among different groups and the development of government 
policies. 

III  In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent worldviews regarding issues 
such as religion, gender roles, family, land use, and power. 

 
A 

Mutual misunderstandings between Europeans and Native Americans often defined the early years of 
interaction and trade as each group sought to make sense of the other. Over time, Europeans and 
Native Americans adopted some useful aspects of each other’s culture. 

 
B 

As European encroachments on Native Americans’ lands and demands on their labor increased, native 
peoples sought to defend and maintain their political sovereignty, economic prosperity, religious 
beliefs, and concepts of gender relations through diplomatic negotiations and military resistance. 

 
C 

Extended contact with Native Americans and Africans fostered a debate among European religious 
and political leaders about how non-Europeans should be treated, as well as evolving religious, 
cultural, and racial justifications for the subjugation of Africans and Native Americans. 

THEMATIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
CUL-1 Explain how religious groups and ideas have affected American society and political life. 
CUL-3 Explain how ideas about women’s rights and gender roles have affected society and politics. 
CUL-4 Explain how different group identities, including racial, ethnic, class, and regional identities, have emerged and changed over time. 

WOR-1 Explain how cultural interaction, cooperation, competition, and conflict between empires, nations, and peoples have influenced political, 
economic, and social developments in North America. 

 
 

2.Vocabulary Development:  Below you will find a list of vocabulary terms that will be 
repeated throughout the school year: some are content and some are testing terms that 
seem to appear and then confuse students..  These words will apply to many different 
aspects of our study of US history. It is important for you to become familiar with these 
words and their meanings: don’t assume you know the meaning. It is encouraged that 
you define these words in your composition book (toward the back); but ultimately you 
are responsible for knowing and applying these concepts throughout the year.  Warning: 
it is better to rely on a dictionary or history glossary than to simply google and utilize 
Quizlet (many of those are student created for “extra - credit” and not verified by their instructors). 



These words are not in any particular order of importance; and if you REALLY already 
know the term then move on to the terms you do not yet know.  (there are 137) 

I promise - in the past these have each proven a barrier to better testing results for many. 
 
Reading Comprehension Vocabulary Terms 
 

Acquisition 

Activists 

Adherence 

Advocate 

Affiliate 

Annexation 

Appeasing 

Arable 

Armaments 

Articulate 

Assimilate 

Autonomy 

Bellicose 

Belligerent 

Bureaucracy 

Calamities 

Coalition 

Commodities 

Compulsory 

Conciliation 

Conscription 

Consolidate 

Consolidation 

Contemplate 

Contemporary 

Convene 

Coronation 

Correlate 

Cultivate 

Curricula 

Customs Union 

De facto 

De jure 

Debasement 

Decimation 

Demographic 

Despot 

Devoid 

 
Dialectical 

Disavow 

Dissident 

Docile 

Doctrine 

Dogma/dogmatic 

Domestic 

Ecclesiastical 

Ecumenical 

Efficacy 

Egalitarians 

Emerged 

Encroachment 

Encroachment 

Entity 

Exemplify 

Explicit 

Facilitate 

Faction 

Fallible 

Fluctuate 

Foreshadow 

Fortifications 

Franchise 

Free-trade 

Galvanize 

Grass-roots 

Grievances 

Hamper 

Hegemony 

Hybrid 

Ideological 

Ideological 

Immutable 

Impede 

Imperial 

Incursion 

Indigenous 

 
Indigenous 

Innate 

Innovation 

Institution 

Integration 

Intermediaries 

Laity 

Legitimacy 

Legitimize 

Militant 

Monarchical 

Monasticism 

Obliterate 

Opposition 

Overarching 

Pacifist 

Partition 

Patronize 

Perpetuate 

Piety 

Plausible 

Polemic 

Precipitate 

Preponderance 

Prominence 

Protectionism 

Qualification 

Reactionary 

Reaffirm 

Reconciliation 

Reform 

Reimposition 



Repudiation 

Reservations  
(not pertaining to 
Native-Americans) 

Restoration 

Restrictive 

Revival 

Sanctions 

Secular 

Self-sufficient 

Sentiments 

Sovereign 

Status quo 

Subjugation 

Subsidize 

Subversive 

Suffrage 

Suppress 

Systematic 

Transcontinental 

Transformation 

Xenophobia 
 

 

Place a check {√} next to terms you have completed and an {*}next to those you claim to 
already know. 


